THE WAY UP (to Heaven) IS to first go DOWN- to take up our cross and to crucify the “Adam” in us before we can receive Jesus.  
 
I. Spiritual Laws: Natural Laws (e.g. Gravity)

A. Example of a universal spiritual law:

1. Matt. 23:12— whoever exalts himself will be humbled (humiliated), and he who humbles himself will be exalted.

The higher you think of yourself the lower you are in God’s kingdom. The lower you regard yourself and behave, the higher you are in God’s kingdom.    


2. Prov. 16:18, 18:12

16:18 Pride is before destruction and a haughty (arrogant) spirit before a fall. – Satan is the example. 

18:12 Before destruction the heart of man is haughty and before honour is humility. 


3. The first sin in the universe: pride leading to rebellion (the inner before the
outer)

a. In heaven, not on earth
b. By an angel, not a human being

4. Pride arose from beauty and wisdom imparted by the Creator. 
We must reach a point where we are able to look at our or our children’s achievement in the same way we would look at any other person’s achievements. (Including our worst enemy). C.S. Lewis says we must feel the same about our own and our families achievements as we would feel about the achievements of any other person. Put in a different way: We must look at others and their achievements as if it was our achievements and we must look at our own achievements as if it was someone else’s achievements. The same can be said about failures.(which is a negative achievement).           

We must reach a point where beauty is the same regardless of what it is. A beautiful flower or a animal or a person must be seen in the same light/the same way. Beautiful is not just appearance. God created beauty for good but Satan, the imposter, use beauty for bad. 

God made Lucifer beautiful and Lucifer were suppose to be grateful for it, knowing that he could just as well have been the least of the angels. The only reason why he was beautiful was because God made him that way. He had no choice and did not deserve it. He should have used it to work for God and to please God. 

If we make a chair and make it really well, the chair will serve us well for many years. The one chair can be more beautiful than the other. The beautiful chair will be worth more for the owner, and the owner can appreciate its beauty but the chair is just a chair to sit on. Beautiful or not. The beautiful one might even be less comfortable than the others only made to visually please its maker. It is not more pleasing for the other chairs, they care less. For them a chair is a chair.  

The Bible says we must not have unequal scales. Unequal scales is an abomination to God. All should be regarded as the same. We should not treat people different simply based on looks or talents. We must simply see it as fulfilling different functions, the same as the members of our bodies. The arm can’t say to the ear, I am better than you. The face is not better than the foot. If the face is haughty it will end up in the same mud as the foot.  

The most beautiful are normally the most poisonous and dangerous. Why? God is good and made all things good. Satan perverted everything and turned some good into bad. Lucifer himself is the most beautiful angel and he turned into the most dangerous and the worst angel. He knows that pride can cause a person to become evil and he uses the human pride to derail people. It is much easier for Satan to make a good looking person a proud person, and the rest is history.   

Lucifer targets the talented and gifted people because it is so much easier, and he gain access to many of them, turning them into his accomplices.            
              

5. Described in Ezek. 28:1–19
a. 28:1–10—depict a human being

1 The word of the LORD came to me again, saying,
2 “Son of man, say to the prince of Tyre, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD:
“Because your heart is lifted up, And you say, ‘I am a god,
I sit in the seat of gods, In the midst of the seas,’
Yet you are a man, and not a god,
Though you set your heart as the heart of a god
3 (Behold, you are wiser than Daniel!
There is no secret that can be hidden from you!
4 With your wisdom and your understanding
You have gained riches for yourself,
And gathered gold and silver into your treasuries;
5 By your great wisdom in trade you have increased your riches,
And your heart is lifted up because of your riches),”
THE BOLD LETTERS DO NOT APPEAR IN THE ORIGINAL BIBLE
6 ‘Therefore thus says the Lord GOD:
“Because you have set your heart as the heart of a god,
7 Behold, therefore, I will bring strangers against you,
The most terrible of the nations;
And they shall draw their swords against the beauty of your wisdom,
And defile your splendour.
8 They shall throw you down into the Pit, and you shall die the death of the slain In the midst of the seas. 9 “Will you still say before him who slays you, ‘I am a god’? But you shall be a man, and not a god in the hand of him who slays you.
10 You shall die the death of the uncircumcised by the hand of aliens;
For I have spoken,” says the Lord GOD.’ ”

b. vv. 11–19—Depict an angel

11 Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying,
12 “Son of man, take up a lamentation for the king of Tyre, and say to him, ‘
Thus says the Lord GOD:
“You were the seal of perfection, Full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.
13You were in Eden, the garden of God;
Every precious stone was your covering: The sardius, topaz, and diamond,
Beryl, onyx, and jasper, Sapphire, turquoise, and emerald with gold.
The workmanship of your timbrels and pipes
Was prepared for you on the day you were created.
14“You were the anointed cherub who covers;
I established you; you were on the holy mountain of God;
You walked back and forth in the midst of fiery stones.
15You were perfect in your ways from the day you were created,
Till iniquity was found in you.
16“By the abundance of your trading
You became filled with violence within,
And you sinned;
Therefore I cast you as a profane thing
Out of the mountain of God;
And I destroyed you, O covering cherub,
From the midst of the fiery stones.
17“Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty;
You corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendour;
I cast you to the ground, I laid you before kings,
That they might gaze at you.
18“You defiled your sanctuaries
By the multitude of your iniquities,
By the iniquity of your trading;
Therefore I brought fire from your midst;
It devoured you,  
And I turned you to ashes upon the earth
In the sight of all who saw you.
19 All who knew you among the peoples are astonished at you;
You have become a horror,
And shall be no more forever.” 

6. Ezek. 28:11–17. Note the following:
a. v. 12—Exalted in wisdom and beauty
b. v. 13—Was in Eden 
c. v. 14—anointed as a guardian cherub
d. v. 15—A created being
e. v. 16—widespread trade led to violence. “Trade” = literally “going to
and  fro” 


Lev. 19:16; 

In righteousness you shall judge your neighbour. 16 You shall not go about as a talebearer(a person who gossips or reveals secrets ) among your people; nor shall you take a stand against the life of your neighbour: I am the LORD.

Prov. 11:13

11 By the blessing of the upright the city is exalted, But it is overthrown by the mouth of the wicked. 12 He who is devoid of wisdom despises his neighbour, But a man of understanding holds his peace. 13 A talebearer reveals secrets, But he who is of a faithful spirit conceals a matter.
(The sins people commit are between them and God. It is none of our business. Talebearers do what Satan does.) (Is it then true that talebearers have the spirit of Satan? Or they allow Satan to use them as talebearers)   

7. Compare a parallel description in Isaiah 14:12–15

12 “How you are fallen from heaven,
O day star, son of the morning!
 (The name Lucifer does not appear in the original manuscripts – Satan has no name- translators added the name – The name Lucifer is the Latin name for the day star – Venus. Venus being the morning star. The Latin translators then added the word “Lucifer” and some Bibles kept it. Some kept the original “O day star” son of the morning) 
How you are cut down to the ground,
You who weakened the nations!
13 For you have said in your heart:
‘I will ascend into heaven,
I will exalt my throne above the stars of God;
I will also sit on the mount of the congregation
On the farthest sides of the north;
14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds,
I will be like the Most High.’
15 Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol,
To the lowest depths of the Pit.

a. Note: “I will” five times, especially the final one: “I will make myself like. . .,” i.e. equality with God

b. God’s response: to make a different kind of creature (man), ultimately destined to take Satan’s place.

We note that Satan was in the Garden of Eden with Adam and Eve. God knew he was there. It is only in the book of Isaiah and the book Ezekiel that we see that Satan was thrown out of the Garden of Eden. We can only assume it happened the same time as when Adam and Eve was thrown out of the Garden of Eden.    


B. Gen. 2:7

7 And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.

—Note the following:
1. Personal names, i.e., a person-to-person relationship
2. God stooped to create a man
3. God imparted himself to man
4. Man combines in himself the highest and the lowest 
5. Through his spirit man relates to God—through his body man relates to the world


C. Two main features of the relationship
1. Fellowship
2. Dependence

II. God’s Purpose for Man (Gen. 1:26)

26 Then God said, “Let Us make man(a person) in Our image (likeness), according to Our likeness; .................

(The US is the trinity.) To try and explain this likeness we can look at ourselves. We have a soul that decide between good and bad – a soul that can make decisions – a soul that can give our bodies instructions- a soul that can utter words. Our soul can in a very small way be in the likeness of God. Our spoken words and our bodies can be a likeness of Jesus, because the Bible tells us that the spoken word became flesh and dwelt amongst us. And then we have a spirit. You that read this and I have the Holy Spirit in us. Others are less fortunate, they have unclean spirits in them, but they do have a spirit in them. Our likeness can maybe compared with the TV’s of yester years. Very basic and very bad resolutions compare to TV’s that we have today. The old TV’s  are however in the likeness of the new TV’s. Likewise, we are in the likeness of God. We can fortunately be upgraded by God to become more like Him. 

....let them have dominion over(rule) the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 So God created man in His own image (own likeness); in the image (likeness) of God He created him; male and female He created them (Male and female for the sake of reproduction-there were no females in Heaven-spiritual beings have no physical characteristics- no need to eat, drink, breath, etc.). 28 Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 

(God first created Adam there after He created Eve). (Genesis 2)  

At this point there was no sin, no evil. They were created to be good and to do good. Even the animals were all created to be good. There was no need for Adam to have a gun to control them. They accepted  Adam’s position of having dominion over them).  

Our purpose – today our purpose is to find our way back to God 
In the beginning it was-
 
A. To represent 
B. To rule
C. So long as man remained obedient to God.
No suffering, no sickness, no diseases, no arguments, no wars, no negativity).  

D. Satan had special bad feelings against man.  
1. He could attack God’s image in man. Satan came to steal, kill and destroy.     
2. Man was and still is destined to take the place from which Satan fell. (In other words man must fill the vacancies created in heaven by Satan and the third of the angels that jointed him.)   
Satan procured man’s downfall through the same motivation that caused his own downfall. He convinced man to question God.  
If Satan could not be ruling in heaven so he wanted to rule on earth. Satan wanted his own kingdom and he wanted to try and make sure that no human takes his place in heaven.  

Why did God not get rid of Satan and the other fallen angels at this point? God could if He wanted to. (We can only speculate. Is it because God saw what Satan did in heaven and He wanted to prevent it from happening again. God wanted to make sure that the humans that come back to heaven, will not do what Satan did when he was there? We must be able to overcome evil to get back into heaven). How do we overcome evil? By the authority given to us by Jesus and by the power given to us by the Holy Spirit. We must say (speak it) what the Bible tells us, the blood of Jesus did for us. We have the authority and the power to overcome all evil.           

E. Gen. 3:1–5

1 Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; 3 but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ” 4 Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 for God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
(If we do not know what evil is we will not do what is evil)

—Three phases of temptation
1. Question God’s Word (to discredit)
2. Question God’s goodness (to discredit)
3. Offer equality with God (= pride)

From Genesis 1 we see that the Bible is written in a way that only some people can understand what the Bible says. The New Testament explains this when Jesus told His disciples”  

 13 Therefore I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 14And in them the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled, which says: ‘Hearing you will hear and shall not understand,
And seeing you will see and not perceive; 15 For the hearts of this people have grown dull. Their ears are hard of hearing, And their eyes they have closed,
Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, lest they should understand with their hearts and turn, so that I should heal them.’

The Bible is written for God’s children. Only once we become children of God and we have the real eager desire to find that what we seek and search for, will we start to understand the Bible. We need the Holy Spirit to explain it to us. The more we read it the more gets revealed to us. A carnal mind cannot understand the Bible and it is a waste of time to even try and explain it to such a person.(a Human cannot explain the Bible to another human, only the Holy Spirit can. When the Holy Spirit explains it to a person, that person thinks that it is him/her self that figured it out and they accept it.) satan does the same – he puts thoughts into people’s minds and they then think it is they themselves that came up with the thought and they believe it)(That is why we must take every thought captive and discern where it comes from before we accept it.  That is also why Paul says we must spread the gospel in a very simplistic way. Once a person has accepted Jesus as Lord and Saviour he/she will have the Holy Spirit to explain the rest to them.     

So we know it was the spirit of Satan that was in the snake that planted the evil thought in Eve’s mind. We all receive thoughts from both Satan and the Holy Spirit daily and we say: “God told me”. Satan also has the ability to speak audibly through someone else or through something else by using that persons voice. Just ask God for more discernment and you will soon realise how often Satan or an unclean spirit speaks to you by using the other persons mouth and voice).            

III. Seven Results of Adam’s Fall
A. Adam’s direct fellowship with God was broken – Adam had direct access to God. 
B. Adam’s life source was cut off. (He did not die a physical death but he did die a spiritual death.)   
C. Adam became subject to corruption.
D. Adam became subject to satanic harassment – he opened the gate
E. Adam became a slave instead of a king – a slave of Satan
F. Adam’s realm became subject to vanity 
G. Adam became identified with Satan in the guilt of rebellion. 

Since then we are all the same as Adam until we are made new by accepting Jesus as Lord and Saviour and by receiving God’s spirit and get rid of the unclean spirit/s in us.   


IV. To Redeem Man, God Stooped Still Lower
A. In the person of Christ, He identified Himself with the fallen race and redressed its guilt.
1. Identification and redress—Christ with man- Emanuel – God with us. 

Only God has the power and authority to overcome Satan. Remember Satan was created to be above all other angels, that was until iniquity was found in him.

Heb. 2:14–15; 

14 In as much then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil,  
15 and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. (Jesus descended to Hades, took away the keys and released all the saints that were held captive in Hades until then. Since then, Saints go directly to heaven, death has no hold on us anymore. 

Mathew 27: 51
Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth quaked, and the rocks were split, 52 and the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; 53 and coming out of the graves after His resurrection, they went into the holy city and appeared to many. 
 
16 For indeed He does not give aid to angels,(This is also why Satan was upset – he did not get a second chance – would he have repented and pleaded for forgiveness – no- and he still does not – and never will). ( How many people have the spirit of Satan in them saying the same –I will rather die than ....)     
But, He does give aid to the seed of Abraham. 
17 Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 
18 For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted.

God was never going to allow Satan to rule over His children. In the Old Testament God gave the Holy Spirit to some  people and they were able to overcome Satan. All they had to do was to accept God as their King and ask God for help. This was explained to them on many occasions by the prophets and the priests. They eventually rejected God as King and wanted a worldly king. God did give aid to His people all through the Old Testament. 
Then came a period of some 400 years where God was silent. During this period Israel should have realised that they cannot overcome Satan on their own. A small minority (The remnant) did. This remnant continued to serve God. Then Jesus came to set the captives free. Those that were in Hades were set free and whoever accepted Jesus as Lord and Saviour were and are still being set free. It is however still just a remnant that accepts Jesus as Lord and Saviour. About 1% of those that call themselves Christians are truly Christians.              


1 Peter 2:24, 

24 who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed. 25 For you were like sheep going astray, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. (We that live for righteousness, do not deliberately sin. We do not desire to sin. Our desire is to do what God expects us to do. We do not walk in darkness, although we  sometimes still step into a pothole when we are not vigilant enough. We strive to align our souls with the new Spirit that is in us, the Holy Spirit).     

1 Peter 3:18

18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit, (We must also be made alive by the Spirit – get rid of the unclean spiirit that is in us and replace it with the Holy Spirit) 19 by whom also He went and preached to the spirits in prison, (This is when Jesus went to Hades and preach to all the people in Hades) 20 who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water. 21 There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), ( We must be baptised as a sign of our good conscience toward God. Child baptism does not count. Child baptism is merely dedicating the child to God, that child can still go the wrong way) through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers having been made subject to Him. (All angels, clean and unclean including demons are subject to Jesus. That is why Jesus said that we have the power to overcome all evil. In the name of Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit, we can overcome all evil)

2. Identification and exaltation—the redeemed with Christ (Eph. 2:6)

4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

B. In eternity, God will make these fallen, but redeemed, creatures His
Demonstration to the whole universe that He exalts the lowest to the highest .

Eph 1:11–12, 2:7, 3:10

1:7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace 8 which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence, 9 having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself, 10 that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth—in Him. 11 In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will, 12 that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory. 13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory. 

3:8 To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ; 
10 to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, 11 according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him. 13 Therefore I ask that you do not lose heart at my tribulations for you, which is your glory. 


Down Is Up
 
I. The Eternal, Universal Law (Matt. 23:12)
Satan demonstrated the negative, Jesus the positive

A. Phil. 2:5–8—The seven steps down

THE HUMBLED AND EXALTED CHRIST
5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.  

1. Step 1: Made himself nothing (emptied himself)
2. Step 2: Took the form of a servant
3. Step 3: Human likeness
4. Step 4: Appearance of a man
5. Step 5: A humble man
6. Step 6: Obedient to death
7. Step 7: Death on a cross


B. Phil. 2:9–11—The seven steps up (Note the therefore)

9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

1. Step 1: Exalted to the highest place
2. Step 2: The name above every name
3. Step 3: Every knee should bow
4. Step 4: In heaven
5. Step 5: On earth
6. Step 6: Under the earth
7. Step 7: Every tongue confess Him as Lord

C. Phil. 2:5—We are required to apply this principle in our own lives (Note the second therefore)

5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.

1. 1 Peter 2:21—A pattern for us to follow

21 For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps:22 “Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth”; 23 who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously;

2. Humility is a decision of the will

a. James 4:10; 

10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.

1 Peter 5:5–6

5  Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for “God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.”

b. Phillips: Wear the “overall” of humility

3. Deut. 8:2–3—God humbles us only by creating circumstances in which we are challenged to humble ourselves

2 And you shall remember that the LORD your God led you all the way these forty years in the wilderness, to humble you and test you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not.

In one of the Bible studies we explain that the Old Testament was given for us to learn and to shape our spiritual lives on. We are in a spiritual desert to humble us and to test us. We will either come out of this desert or we will die in the desert, we must humble ourselves and we must pass the test. No arrogant person can get into heaven.  

II. Two Phrases of Application

A. To come to God initially

1. Matt. 18:1–4—Pattern of a child
1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2 Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them, 3 and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 Whoever receives one little child like this in My name receives Me. 

We must convert our mindset back to that of a child. We must accept God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit in the same way a child will accept something from his/her parents. (talking about normal children) no questions, “no ifs and buts just unconditional acceptance.   

2. 1 Cor. 1:26–29—The people God chooses

26 For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called. 27 But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty; 28 and the base things of the world and the things which are despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, 29 that no flesh should glory in His presence.

How often do we see God using the down and out, the drug addicts, the adulterers, the Satanist, the alcoholics, the abusers, etc to convert them to become God’s children. This being done to show that it is God that saves us, we cannot save ourselves, and no other person can save us or take credit for our salvation. 

3. Three common sources of pride

a. Wise
b. Important – position 
c. Dignified – status 

Worldly wisdom cannot get anybody into heaven. The position a person has on this earth is actually a stumbling block for that person and so is status. All the above was given to them to help others and not to enrich themselves at the cost of others. How fitting is it that people must go on pension and get rid of all the above so that they can convert themselves into a person acceptable to God. Only the converted can get into heaven. That conversion can happen during the last few minutes before we pass over, if not we will pass away. 

So fitting that we can pass over – meaning we had already attained eternal life here on earth. It is said that at the end of our life here on earth, when we exhaled our last breath, those that are alive cannot die and those that are dead cannot be resurrected. Some people die suddenly and they never get the opportunity to be converted. We must  be converted before it is too late.      

4. Luke 18:18–25—The camel through the needle’s eye

18 Now a certain ruler asked Him, saying, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 19 So Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. 20 You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not bear false witness,’ ‘Honour your father and your mother.’ ”
21 And he said, “All these things I have kept from my youth.” 22 So when Jesus heard these things, He said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”  23 But when he heard this, he became very sorrowful, for he was very rich. 24 And when Jesus saw that he became very sorrowful, He said, “How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God! 25 For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”
The test was whether this man was willing to give it all up. We must regardless of our possessions know that our possessions is not ours and we must be willing to give it all up. The eye of the needle in this verse refers to a “gap” in the wall around the cities of those days. Only one skinny person could get through this gap without getting stuck. A Camel could never get through it.     

5. 2 Kings 5:1–15—The example of Naaman. Naaman tried to come to God in a big way.

5 Then the king of Syria said, “Go now, and I will send a letter to the king of Israel.” So he departed and took with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and ten changes of clothing. 6 Then he brought the letter to the king of Israel, which said, Now be advised, when this letter comes to you, that I have sent Naaman my servant to you, that you may heal him of his leprosy. 7 And it happened, when the king of Israel read the letter, that he tore his clothes and said, “Am I God, to kill and make alive, that this man sends a man to me to heal him of his leprosy? Therefore please consider, and see how he seeks a quarrel with me.” 8 So it was, when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, that he sent to the king, saying, “Why have you torn your clothes? Please let him come to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel.” 9 Then Naaman went with his horses and chariot, and he stood at the door of Elisha’s house. 10 And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored to you, and you shall be clean.” 11 But Naaman became furious, and went away and said, “Indeed, I said to myself, ‘He will surely come out to me, and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God, and wave his hand over the place, and heal the leprosy.’ 12 Are not the Abanah and the Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?” So he turned and went away in a rage. 13 And his servants came near and spoke to him, and
said, “My father, if the prophet had told you to do something great, would you not have done it? How much more then, when he says to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” 14 So he went down and dipped seven times in the Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God; and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. 15 And he returned to the man of God, he and all his aides, and came and stood before him; and he said, “Indeed, now I know that there is no God in all the earth, except in Israel; now therefore, please take a gift from your servant.”

Obedience is what is expected of us, regardless of what the instruction is.  

B. To progress in the spiritual life

1. Matt. 20:20–28—The path to leadership

20 Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Him with her sons, kneeling down and asking something from Him. 21 And He said to her, “What do you wish?” She said to Him, “Grant that these two sons of mine may sit, one on Your right hand and the other on the left, in Your kingdom.” 22 But Jesus answered and said, “You do not know what you ask. Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” They said to Him, “We are able.” 23 So He said to them, “You will indeed drink My cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with; but to sit on My right hand and on My left is not Mine to give, but it is for those for whom it is prepared by My Father.” 24 And when the ten heard it, they were greatly displeased with the two brothers. 25 But Jesus called them to Himself and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them. 26 Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. 27 And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”

So often parents can be a stumbling block for their children. A parents pride is a very dangerous thing. We must as was said before not be more proud of our own children’s achievements than that of any other child. Why should one be treated different from the other? Those that humble themselves will receive their reward. C.S. Lewis tells the storey of a man that went out of his way to become humble. He eventually succeeded and when he realised that he had succeeded he said ”just look at me, see how humble I am”. Immediately the spirit of pride came back and undo all his efforts. We must be vigilant and always on the lookout for the unclean spirits that wants to overcome us. We must overcome them, the moment they attack us.         

2. 2 Cor. 12:7–10—The example of Paul

7And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure. 8 Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me. 9 And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

Paul says that to stop him from becoming arrogant as a result of all the many revelations given to him by God, God allowed one of Satan’s messengers to be a thorn in his flesh so that he will be reminded daily, to remain humble. Some physical challenge that he was constantly aware of. A physical challenge, a sickness,  that was actually a “blessing”. 


3. John 3:30—The principle stated by John the Baptist

30 He must increase, but I must decrease.

John the Baptist had to die so that the focus can be on Jesus. 

a. Moody’s example of gifts on shelves
“The great evangelist Dwight Moody once said, “When I was a young Christian, I thought that God kept His gifts on shelves and the best gifts were on the highest shelves and I would have to reach up. I learned later the best gifts are on the lowest shelf and I had to stoop down.” In”
b. We must apply the principle also in our relationship to other people

c. This aspect of the principle stated (Phil. 2:3; Eph. 5:21)

3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind, let each esteem others better than himself. 

How difficult is this? 

4. Gen. 13:5–17—Example of Abraham

Abraham was the senior, but he let Lot have first choice. After this, God revealed Abraham’s inheritance to him.  5 Lot also, who went with Abram, had flocks and herds and tents. 6 Now the land was not able to support them, that they might dwell together, for their possessions were so great that they could not dwell together. 7 And there was strife between the herdsmen of Abram’s livestock and the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock. The Canaanites and the Perizzites then dwelt in the land. 8 So Abram said to Lot, “Please let there be no strife between you and me, and between my herdsmen and your herdsmen; for we are brethren. 9 Is not the whole land before you? Please separate from me. If you take the left, then I will go to the right; or, if you go to the right, then I will go to the left.”
10 And Lot lifted his eyes and saw all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere (before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah) like the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt as you go toward Zoar. 11 Then Lot chose for himself all the plain of Jordan, and Lot journeyed east. And they separated from each other. 12 Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain and pitched his tent even as far as Sodom. 13 But the men of Sodom were exceedingly wicked and sinful against the LORD. 14 And the LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him: “Lift your eyes now and look from the place where you are—northward, southward, eastward, and westward; 15 for all the land which you see I give to you and your descendants forever. 16 And I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth; so that if a man could number the dust of the earth, then your descendants also could be numbered. 17 Arise, walk in the land through its length and its width, for I give it to you.”

All the years Satan has tried to take away this land from Israel. Satan is still trying. He will never succeed, but as with us and all other evil plans against God and God’s children, Satan will never give up, not until he is in the pit. All that happens today, Covid and the Vaccine is Satan’s attack on God’s people.
The sixth trumpet has sounded and the end is near. Covid and the Vaccine is part of the Satan’s way of killing at least 33% of all humans on earth.
Please do not believe what you read and hear about those that support Vaccination. Ask God for guidance and God will guide you. Obedience - regardless. 

5. Gen. 33:1–4—Example of Jacob
Bowing seven times represents humility worked by the Holy Spirit.

1 Now Jacob lifted his eyes and looked, and there, Esau was coming, and with him were four hundred men. So he divided the children among Leah, Rachel, and the two maidservants. 2 And he put the maidservants and their children in front, Leah and her children behind, and Rachel and Joseph last. 3 Then he crossed over before them and bowed himself to the ground seven times, until he came near to his brother. 

Jacob knew he had to humble himself and then God will help him. So he did and God worked in the mind of Esau, and Esau did him no harm. God can even make our enemies like us and even favour us as long as we are obedient and humble. 

Those that are prepared to go down and , humble themselves, will receive their reward. 
To be humble for a few years on earth (even if fifty or seventy or even eighty years sound long) it is not long compared to eternity. Do not focus on the now but focus on the life to come, eternal life.    
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